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Dr. Cecilia Y. Koo, Honorary President of “Federation of Asia-Pacific Women’s Associations (FAWA)” and Convener of FAWA’s 50th Anniversary Celebration; Vice Conveners, Madame Julie Chien and Madame Lin Chen-chi; President of FAWA, Madame Betty Chang; First Lady of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Hannah Jurelang Zedkaia; Lady Grace Delight Kabui, wife of Governor-General of Solomon Islands; and all distinguished participants: 

Good morning! I would like to take this opportunity today to present a brief report on past and present developments in the Republic of China (Taiwan), including cross-strait relations, the women’s movement and Taiwan’s soft power.

I. Taiwan's Economic Achievements
After the government of the Republic of China relocated to Taiwan in 1949, its top priorities were to stabilize the country and develop the economy. From the 1950s to the 1970s, the government adopted a range of policies to promote land reform, boost agricultural production, encourage the development of light industry, expand exports and implement the Ten Major Construction Projects. These endeavors laid the groundwork for Taiwan’s economy to flourish. Beginning in the 1980s, the government shifted into top gear to develop the IT and high-tech industries, and the economy took off. Taiwan’s economy went from being labor-intensive to capital- and technology-intensive, and this country soon became known as one of the four Asian tigers. Today, Taiwan is a world leader in terms of broadband network technology, as well as the production of laptops, computer peripherals, textiles and bicycles, among other things.
After President Ma Ying-jeou took office in 2008, his administration boosted the nation’s overall economic growth by increasing public spending, and by attracting both local and foreign investment. In August this year, the Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics of the Executive Yuen projected that Taiwan’s economic growth for 2010 would reach 8.24%.
II. Cross-strait Relations and Taiwan's Foreign Policy
In 2008, President Ma’s administration adopted a policy of “flexible diplomacy”, which reduced tensions between Taiwan and mainland China not only across the Taiwan Strait, but also on the diplomatic front, as well. This policy has helped create a virtuous cycle whereby cross-strait relations now complement Taiwan’s relations with other countries. 

Over the past two years, Taiwan and mainland China have signed 14 agreements. One of these is the high-profile Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement, or ECFA. Signed in June this year, the ECFA is expected to offer better legal protections for cross-strait trade, and help strengthen Taiwan’s economic and trade relations with neighboring countries.
In terms of foreign policy successes, Taiwan has been able to take part as an observer in the World Health Assembly for two years in a row now. And in July 2009, Taiwan joined the WTO’s Government Procurement Agreement, which gives Taiwanese businessmen access to US$960 billion worth of business opportunities. Moreover, Taiwan passport holders were granted visa-free treatment by the British, Irish and New Zealand governments last year.
III. Protection of Women's Rights in Taiwan
According to statistics released in June this year, the 11.5 million women in Taiwan account for 49.72% of the population. With universal education, steady economic growth, as well as democracy and freedom in Taiwan, women’s awareness of their rights in both the public and private domains has continued to grow. And through its joint efforts with women’s groups, the government is working hard to safeguard women’s rights and interests through laws, policies and education.
According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 2007, Taiwan ranked 21st among the countries surveyed in the Gender Development Index, and 22nd in the Gender Empowerment Measures (GEM).

In Taiwan’s parliament, the Legislative Yuan, 33 of the 112 legislators are women, which is nearly 30%. In the Cabinet, 8 of the 38 ministers are women, which is 23%. In the cities and counties, 4 of the 23 city mayors and country magistrates are women.

Moreover, in 2009, 16.2% of political appointees in high-level public posts were women, up 10.3 percentage points from 1999. Furthermore, 24.1% of senior positions were filled by women, up 7.7 percentage points.
The wage gap has also narrowed, with women in non-agriculture sectors earning 80% compared to men in 2009, which represents an increase of 13.9 percentage points over a 20-year period. 
Taiwan began promoting 12-year compulsory education in 2007. Based on statistics released by the Ministry of Education in 2009, 48.92 percent of the students in higher education are female.

These facts and figures clearly go to show that women in Taiwan have come to enjoy rapidly increasing political and economic influence.
As part of government restructuring, there are plans to establish a Committee for Gender Equality under the Executive Yuan. This committee will be headed by the Premier and responsible for formulating gender equality policies. Moreover, the government also plans to afford women more complete protections by passing an enforcement act incorporating the principles enshrined in the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
IV. Taiwan's Soft Power
Besides economic and political achievements, Taiwan is also blessed with abundant “soft power”:
1. Chinese language culture: Traditional Mandarin Chinese characters have enormous artistic merit in their own right. What is more, knowledge of traditional characters is essential for the study of ancient Chinese history and classical literature. The government therefore attaches great importance to popularizing traditional characters, and has adopted several measures to this end. For example, it provides traditional Chinese textbooks to Mandarin schools abroad, it trains qualified instructors to teach overseas, and it provides “Taiwan Scholarships” to encourage international youth to come to Taiwan to study Mandarin.
2. Humanitarian aid: Taiwan is committed to its involvement in international humanitarian aid work, and both the government and non-governmental organizations alike provide all kinds of help to people in need. Taking the Haiti earthquake as an example, the government immediately dispatched rescue and medical missions to help save lives there. It has also joined in a number of post-disaster reconstruction projects, and formed a partnership with Taiwan’s NGOs and religious groups to provide much-needed assistance to the people of Haiti. Then there is Taiwan’s Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, which came up with an innovative technique for turning recycled plastic bottles into warm clothes and blankets for people in Pakistan, the US, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and other countries. This was a brilliant example of how the practical needs of humanitarian aid can be combined with environmental considerations. 
3. Digital assistance: Information technology is one of Taiwan’s biggest strengths, and IT is widely considered to be an important driver of economic growth. In more recent years, Taiwan has used the APEC platform to put forward a number of cooperative projects aimed at “bridging the digital divide” and helping developing countries utilize information technology.
4. Local cuisine: Taiwan is a typical immigrant society and its food culture has been heavily influenced by neighboring areas. As a result, there are all kinds of different and exquisite cuisines to be found here. In fact, chefs from Taiwan can frequently be seen on the international stage showcasing their outstanding culinary skills with delicacies that are wonderful in color, aroma and taste. These chefs have won many international awards in culinary competitions in Singapore, France, Malaysia and Thailand. Moreover, the scrumptious food on offer in Taiwan is one of the major attractions for foreign visitors, so much so that the government recently formed an inter-ministerial task force to bring Taiwanese food into the international spotlight.
5. Now, Let me introduce some outstanding women of Taiwan:
(1) Ms. Chen Shu-chu is a seller of vegetables in a market stall. Out of her modest living, Ms. Chen has managed to donate nearly US$320,000 to various causes, including US$32,000 for a children’s fund, US$144,000 to help build a library and another US$32,000 for the local orphanage. She is named among “100 most Influential People in the World in 2010” by Time Magazine. 
(2) Cher Wang, Chairwoman of VIA Technologies Inc. of Taiwan, is named “Stars of Asia: 25 Leaders at The Forefront of Change” by Business Week Magazine. Her name also appears in the Wall Street Journal “Top Ten Asian Women Entrepreneurs”. 
(3) Yani Tseng, a professional golfer from Taiwan, won the Women's British Open and the LPGA Northwest Arkansas Championship. She now ranks No. 4 in Official Rolex World Rankings for the LPGA. 
VI. Conclusion
I would like to end now by saying what an honor it is for me to present a brief report on the situation in Taiwan. 
Thank you very much for being here. I wish you all the best of health and happiness, and may the Convention be a great success! Thank you.
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